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and complicated uses of the laser in medical 
research. The film begins by explaining the molec-
ular physics and optics light ~mplification by 
~timulated ~mission or radiation in a simplistic, 
diagrammatic, understandable fashion. This sec-
tion is generally correct and easily understood. 
The medical usage in three areas is explored: 
1. The laser is useful to the dermatologist and 
plastic surgeon. Pigmented skin or tattoos absorb 
more electromagnetic radiation than does sur-
rounding lighter skin. This permits effective de-
struction of tattoos and certain pigmented lesions 
and achieves acceptable cosmetic results. Simi-
larly, certain vascular abnormalities of skin can be 
selectively destroyed by laser radiation. 
2. The laser is useful to the ophthalmologist. 
Taking advantage of radiation of wavelengths 
which is absorbed by hemoglobin, aneurysms and 
vessel abnormalities in the fundus can be de-
stroyed. By using radiation of wavelengths which is 
absorbed by the pigment layer, detached retinas 
can be fused to the choroid by inducing focal 
fibrotic reactions. 
3. The laser can be used as a surgical knife. 
Because of extremely high power density, laser 
radiation can vaporize tissue. This makes it possi-
ble to use the focused beam to cut through tissue 
and, at the same time, to cauterize small vessels at 
the margin of the incision. Vascular tissues such as 
brain, liver, and tumor tissue , which normally 
cause the surgeon considerable difficulties with 
hemostasis, can be safely cut by the laser knife. 
It should be stated that some dermatologic 
authorities insist that surgi~al removal of pig-
mented lesions is preferable to destructive in situ 
procedures, such as laser treatment . The film fails 
to point out that considerable controversy exists in 
this area. However, in general , this film is instruc-
tive, and aesthetically and graphically pleasing . It 
should be of interest to students of medicine at 
many levels of training especially those interested 
in dermatology, neurosurgery, or ophthalmology . 
John A. Parrish, M.D. 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Recognition and Management of Skin Lesions. 
Ayerst Laboratories, Ridgefield, New Jersey, 
1971. 
This 24-minute, 16-mm movie film was pro-
duced in 1971 for an audience at a meeting of the 
American Academy of Family Physicians. The title 
of the film may be misleading in that, instead of 
covering a wide range of skin diseases as might be 
implied, only a few specific skin lesions are consid-
ered. Much of the film is devoted to the discussion 
of the clinical diagnosis of malignant melanoma. In 
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differential diagnosis, benign pigmented nevi and 
seborrheic keratoses are briefly illustrated. A dem-
onstration of the skin biopsy technique and brief 
discussions of actinic keratoses and a basal cell 
carcinoma complete the program. 
The ease of doing a skin biopsy as a simple office 
procedure is neatly demonstrated and should be 
instructive to many nondermatologists. For the 
lesions discussed in the film, suggested manage-
ment is clearly presented and in keeping with 
contemporary high quality care standards. The 
major fault of the film is the rather poor technical 
quality of the color photography. Some of the 
photography is overexposed, and for many lesions, 
tan and brown tones appear unnaturally red. This 
is an unfortunate effect in a film where colors are 
important in differentiating benign from malig-
nant lesions, particularly as this pertains to malig-
nant melanoma. 
This film was originally designed for viewing by 
primary care physicians. It would still seem to be 
most applicable for use with such a group. In 
consideration of this audience, and in view of the 
above technical limitations, it would probably best 
not be used alone . It could, however, serve as 
a supplement to a presentation where more techni-
cally accurate slides , and in some cases more 
representative lesions, could be shown. The film is 
available on a free loan basis, courtesy of Ayerst 
Laboratories. 
Donald P. Lookingbill, M.D. 
Hershey, Pennsylvania 
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